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NEWS

Local service organiza-
tions and their supporters
hoping to get federal block
grant money next year will
get a chance to be heard
Tuesday at a public hearing
at Town Hall.

The hearing, led by First
Selectman Peter Tesei, will
allow people to make their
appeals directly as he con-
siders the recommenda-
tions of the town’s Commu-
nity Development Advisory
Committee for allocation of
$829,369 in federal money.

The committee made its
formal recommendations
July 31.

“A lot of thought goes
into this by all 25 citizen
volunteers on the commit-
tee,” Tesei said.

Among those who may
speak are supporters of the
Glenville Volunteer Fire
Company, which had asked
for $6,000 in block grants
that were not among the
recommendations of the
advisory committee. The
money was to pay for two
pieces of equipment: a Pak-
Trak designed to locate
downed firefighters and a
high-volume vacuum de-
signed to pump out flooded
basements.

Their request was denied
because committee mem-
bers and the board of se-
lectmen said it was more
appropriate for the town
budget hearing. better for
capital requests like the
ones from the firefighters to
go through the town budget
so the limited dollars of the
block grant could go to
other needs.

The Greenwich Histor-
ical Society also may make
a plea for money to add an

elevator to its Strickland
Road headquarters to make
it compliant with the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act.

The public hearing,
which begins at 7 p.m. on
the Town Hall Meeting
Room, is required under
federal law. The block grant
is given to Greenwich and
other municipalities around
the country through the
Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

Tesei has the power to
adjust the recommendations
of the Community Devel-
opment Advisory Commit-
tee. Traditionally, he has
only made minor, if any,
changes. The grant alloca-
tions then must be approved
by the Board of Estimate
and Taxation and the Repre-
sentative Town Meeting.

Grants will be distribut-
ed starting Jan. 1 to both
Greenwich agencies and
Stamford ones which serve
Greenwich clients. 

The recommendations
from the committee include
$14,000 for mental health
services from Child Guid-
ance Center of Southern
Connecticut, $10,000 for
Community Centers Inc.’s
education program, $10,000
for Family Centers Inc.’s
preschool and $8,125 each for
the Shelter for the Homeless’
emergency meals program
and substance abuse and
HIV outreach program.

Money is also included
for capital improvements
such as $179,700 for im-
provements at McKinney
Terrace, $113,834 for a new
boiler and heating system
at Parsonage Cottage and
$70,000 for a new boiler for
Abilis.

kborsuk@scni.com

SPLITTING UP $829,369

Block grant hearing
slated for Tuesday
By Ken Borsuk

The Donald Trump experiment is wear-
ing thin for a crucial demographic for Re-
publicans in Connecticut: women. 

So much that Rosie O’Donnell is suddenly
a sympathetic figure within the GOP ranks
in the state, where there is growing concern
that Trump’s off-color one-liners will perpet-
uate the narrative of Democrats that Repub-
licans are waging a war against women.

Yes, Rosie O’Donnell, “The View” alum-
na who once ambushed “Magnum P.I.” star
Tom Selleck over his support for the Na-
tional Rifle Association.

Trump invoked O’Donnell’s name in
response to a question Thursday night
from Fox News debate moderator Megyn
Kelly about his rhetoric toward women. 

“You’ve called women you don’t like fat
pigs, dogs, slobs and disgusting animals,’”
said Kelly, who was quickly interrupted by
the tycoon.

“Only Rosie O’Donnell,” Trump replied.
The punchline drew laughs from many

in the crowd at the first GOP presidential
debate, but fell flat among both female and
male party leaders in Connecticut, who say
it’s time for Republicans to distance them-
selves from “The Donald” before he inflicts
irreversible damage.

“I’m not a fan of Rosie O’Donnell’s, but I
did cringe when he made that remark,” said
state Rep. John Frey, R-Ridgefield, a Repub-
lican National Committee member who was
in the audience. “We spent a lot of time,
effort and money working to build our wom-
en’s base and we’ve made great strides there.
Someone like Donald Trump — let’s say his
message isn’t nuanced — has said things that
he’s going to be held accountable to.”

“Bimbo” bomb
House Minority Leader Themis Klarides,

R-Derby, the first female to lead her cau-
cus, panned Trump’s candidacy.

“His comments about women are conde-
scending at best,” Klarides said. “So as a
woman I’m offended and, as a human be-
ing, I’m offended. I think he showed that
he’s the B team.”

Trump’s campaign declined to comment,
but that didn’t stop the GOP insurgent
from dismissing his critics on Twitter,
including Kelly, who he said “bombed” and
was unprofessional.

Trump further dialed up the controversy
when he retweeted a supporter’s Twitter
post calling Kelly a “bimbo.”

“It’s hard for me to dignify anything that
Donald Trump does,” said Jayme Steven-

son, Darien’s Republican first selectman.
“As a woman, I believe that our party
needs to seriously embrace the concerns of
women across our nation. Any candidate
that is not willing to put women equally in
the spotlight on the issues is not my kind
of candidate. I find him demeaning and not
particularly respectful of women.”

Former state Democratic Chairwoman
Nancy DiNardo was quick to associate
Trump with the GOP brand, however.

“If you were to look at Congress’ votes
on women’s issues, I would say that, yes,
he does represent Republicans in many of
his stands against women,” said DiNardo,
who is from Trumbull. 

“I think it just emphasizes more the differ-
ence between Democrats and Republicans
when it comes to positions on women.”

Provocateur clown
Despite the ratings bonanza and television

audience of 24 million viewers, some politi-
cal analysts say Trump’s rivals missed an
opportunity to score points with women.

“What hurts the Republicans is that
nobody jumped on him of the other nine
candidates on the stage,” said Ronald
Schurin, an associate professor of govern-
ment and politics at the University of Con-
necticut. “Trump is defined correctly as at
best a provocateur and more like a clown.”

Schurin said the responses of Wisconsin
Gov. Scott Walker and U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., to debate questions about
their opposition to abortion ban exemp-
tions — saving the life of a mother in Walk-
er’s case and rape and incest in Rubio’s
case — won’t make it any easier for Repub-
licans to connect with women.

Former state GOP boss Jerry Labriola Jr.,
who is Rubio’s campaign chairman for
Connecticut, downplayed the issue.

“What’s more important is that Marco
Rubio appeals to a diverse audience and he
can broaden our party more than any other
candidate,” said Labriola, who was in
Cleveland for the debate. “(The debate) was
a very positive reintroduction to the prima-
ry voters.”

The “war on women” is not a lost cause
for Republicans, however, according to
Schurin.

“Republicans have a counter story that
the Clintons, in Bill’s behavior and Hilla-
ry’s past support for that behavior, have
themselves engaged in anti-women behav-
ior,” Schurin said.

neil.vigdor@scni.com; 203-625-4436;
http://twitter.com/gettinviggy

CAMPAIGN 2016

State GOP: Trump hurting
quest to attract women voters
By Neil Vigdor

Angela Lyons, 84, started
feeling aches and pains
about 10 years ago. It started
in her shoulders, spread to
her knees and now, her
back.

“I can walk, but standing
is murder … And I can’t lift
this arm up here,” she said,
lifting her arm up until it
was almost to her ear, but
not quite. She said she
should get surgery on her
knees, but she doesn’t think
it’s worth it anymore.

The arthritis prevents her
from doing seemingly simple
activities, including using
both hands to wash her hair,
getting out of cars and going
to the grocery store.

“And that’s when Felice
comes along.” said Lyons.

Felice is Felice Robinov, 77,
a volunteer for the Super-
marketing for Seniors pro-
gram offered by Jewish
Family Services. She’s been
volunteering for three years.

“I just wanted some way
to help … I wanted to enlarge
my circle of people I care
about, people I love,” said
Robinov.

“I was nervous at first, I
remember I didn’t even
know how to make a gro-
cery list,” said Lyons. “And
then by dog, we got it.”

Volunteers like Robinov
help make grocery lists and
go shopping for homebound
seniors like Lyons. By provid-
ing this service, Greenwich
residents 60 or older have a
way to stay in their homes
instead of moving to nursing
homes out of necessity.

Like many of its clients,

the program, in its 29th year,
is struggling to make ends
meet. It has experienced
significant drops in funding
because of federal and state-
wide cuts. In 2012, the pro-
gram received $75,000; last
year, it received $48,000.
Lisa-Lorraine Smith, exec-
utive director of Jewish Fam-
ily Services, said JFS re-
mains committed to the
program because it believes
in the cause.

Robinov and Lyons said
they’re grateful because
without the program, they
never would have met each
other.

In 1980, Lyons moved
from London to the United
States with only a suitcase to
keep her company. What
started as a two-week trip to
take care of a friend’s kids
became the rest of her life.
She was a nanny in the
greater New York City area
for more than 20 years.

Lyons never married and
has no children of her own,
although she has strong ties
to the children for whom she
was a nanny, getting calls
and regular visits. Her
apartment is filled with their
gifts, from kitchen and living
room appliances to the dec-
orative wooden animals that
line her window.

Lyons has a large stuffed
chair that is “her chair” and
two others beside it, one of
which Robinov usually sits
in.

Together, they assemble
grocery lists, go shopping
(Shop-Rite) and go out for
lunch (Olive Branch Café).
Sometimes they’ll just sit in
Lyons’ apartment and chat.

“We laugh a lot,” chuckled
Lyons, “but not at anything
in particular.”

They talk about every-
thing, from the mundane
—“The peaches are so mealy
lately,” said Robinov. “It’s
awful!” said Lyons, “but the
plums are good.” — to the
deeply sensitive — “I’ve told
her some of my darkest
secrets,” said Lyons quietly.

Smith, of Jewish Family
Services said many of the
shopper/shoppee partner-
ships get this close. Lyons
said shopping with Robinov
is good exercise for her and
she gets more of a say in the
food they buy.

Robinov was a dietitian
for 25 years in New York
City, so she tries to help
Lyons eat the right foods,
she said.

“Sometimes I say ‘Ah, I’d
love to have some chocolate
cake,’ and she rolls her
eyes,” said Lyons, who said
she lost 15 pounds since
Robinov came into her life.

Lyons said she would
never think of Robinov as
someone who just did shop-
ping and nutrition for her.

“When you get older, you
just want to have more hu-
man connections,” said
Robinov. “You’re never too
old to make friends, and
that’s such a wonderful
thing.”

“Yes and the older you
get, the more important they
are, because one of the worst
things about being old is
being alone,” said Lyons.

She said sometimes, when
she’s talking to people, she
loses the ability to talk.

“That’s age,” Robinov told
her.

“You think that’s age? … I
thought it was me being
alone,” said Lyons.

Robinov shook her head
in disagreement and Lyons
smiled.

“There are a lot of people
who keep away from you
when you get older, I don’t
know if they’re scared. But
the people who do come to
you, they are precious, and
they make such a difference
in your life,” said Lyons,
looking at Robinov.

SFoster-Frau@scni.com;
@SilviaElenaFF

SUPERMARKETING FOR SENIORS

Shopping service
provides more
than groceries
By Silvia Foster-Frau

Silvia Foster-Frau / Hearst Connecticut Media

Angela Lyons, 84, and Felice Robinov, 77, have become
friends since they met through the Supermarketing for
Seniors program of Jewish Family Services. The
program sends volunteers to homebound seniors who
need someone to go grocery shopping for them.


